[Polymerase chain reaction in the detection of hepatitis B virus carriers with sole positive anti-hepatitis B core antigen].
To assess the prevalence of serum HBV DNA in the individuals with positive anti-HBc alone, seroepidemiologic investigations in three populations were carried out with polymerase chain reaction. The detection of sole anti-HBc were 21 of 294 (7.1%), 193 of 1995 (9.7%) and 23 of 377 (6.1%) individuals respectively. Among the anti-HBc positive sera, HBV DNA was detected in 6 (28.6%), 68 (35.2%) and 7 (30.4%) respectively. Follow-up observations showed that 83.8%, 93.1% and 71.4% still remained HBV DNA positive respectively. These might be reasonably regarded as chronic asymptomatic HBV carriers with undetectable HBsAg.